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INTRODUCTION 
 
 

      
     The papers of John Eaton (1829 – 1906) for the period of his service as Tennessee 
Superintendent of Public Instruction cover the years 1867 – 1869. This collection 
occupies .42 linear feet of shelf space and contains approximately 463 items. 
     Single photocopies may be made for the purposes of scholarly research, but 
reproduction on a large scale is restricted. 

 
 
 



SCOPE AND CONTENT 
 
     There are four hundred and sixty-three letters written to John Eaton (1829 – 1906) 
during the period 1867 – 1869 while he was Superintendent of Public Instruction for the 
State of Tennessee. These letters written by the various county superintendents contain 
reports of the progress being made by the counties in reorganizing their school systems 
after the Civil War. The reports gave the number of scholars separated into male and 
female and white and colored. There was a good deal of opposition to the new system of 
public instruction being put into operation by John Eaton. In addition to the letters from 
various county superintendents there are some from out-of-state educators. C.H. Adams 
of Montgomery, Alabama, requested information regarding the laws and regulations as 
set forth by Eaton. This collection is the property of the Tennessee Historical Society.  
     
 



BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE 
 

John Eaton 
 

1829                    December 5th – Born in Sutton, New Hampshire, the son of John and   
                            Janet (Andrew) Eaton 
 
                            Attended Thetford Academy in Vermont and Dartmouth College 
 
1854                    Graduated at Dartmouth and took a position as principal of Ward school 
 
1856                    Superintendent of schools at Toledo, Ohio 
 
1859-1861 Attended Andover Theological Seminary and was ordained in 1861 
 
1861                    Entered the Union Army as Chaplain of the 27th Ohio Volunteers and   
                            served first in Missouri and then in Tennessee 
 
1862                    Grant selected him to care for the Negroes who flocked into the army  
                            camps. He organized the freedmen into camps. 
 
1863                    Made Colonel of a Negro regiment 
 
1864                    Married Alice Eugenia Shirley, daughter of a Vicksburg Unionist 
 
1865                    In March he was brevetted brigadier-general 
 
1866-1867  Edited the Memphis Post, which supported Grant for the Presidency 
 
1867-1869           Elected Tennessee Superintendent of Public Instruction and organized  
                             the State Educational System after the war 
 
1869                    Grant appointed him to the Board of Visitors at West Point 
 
1870-1886  Commissioner of Education of the United States 
 
1886-1891  President of Marietta College 
 
1895-1899  President of Sheldon Jackson College at Salt Lake City 
 
1899-1900  Organized a public school system in Puerto Rico 
 
1906                     February 9th – Died  
 
 



CONTAINER LIST 
 

Microfilm Container List 
Microfilm Reel # 1 
Box 1 
1.     Correspondence – Author unknown        
2.     Correspondence – Abernathy – Burret         
3.     Correspondence – Cagle – Custead  
4.     Correspondence – Davis – Frame       
5.     Correspondence – Gaines – Ingalls  
6.     Correspondence – Jackson – Love  
7.     Correspondence – McClerkin – Murphy  
8.     Correspondence – Nelson – Quin  
9.     Correspondence – Rankin – Rust  
10.   Correspondence – Samar – Swain  
11.   Correspondence – Tade – Young  
 
 
 

 



NAME INDEX 
 

     This is a name index of the correspondence only in the John Eaton Collection, 
together with the dates of the letters and information regarding their contents.  The 
figures in parentheses denote the number of letters, if more than one.  The last numbers 
refer to the folder in which the material is to be found. 
 
Author Unknown (5), n.d., 1868, 1 
Abernathy, M.R. (3), 1868, 2 
Adams, C.H., 1868, 2 
Adams, W.C. (2), 1868, 2 
Alden, B.G. (5), n.d., 1867-1868, 2 
Alexander, I.W. (2), 1867, 1868, 2 
Alexander, N.G. (4), 1867-1868, 2 
Alley, John, 1868, 2 
Angener, Aug., 1868, 2 
Armstrong, Landon, 1868, 2 
Arnell, S.M., 1868, 2 
Atwell, F.J. (3), 1868, 2 
Atwood, P.W., 1868, 2 
 
Ballard, James, 1868, 2 
Bancroft, C.F.P. (5), 1868, 2 
Barnard, M.R. (2), 1868, 2 
Barnes, C.J., 1867, 2 
Barnum, J.H. (3), 1867-1868, 2 
Beals, Francis, 1868, 2 
Bennett, H.S., 1868, 2 
Bentley, L.M. (4), 1868, 2 
Black, R.D. (3), 1868, 2 
Blunt, A.E. (4), 1867-1868, 2 
Bosson, W., 1868, 2 
Bowling, C.L. (2), 1868, 2 
Braden, D.P. (3), 1867-1868, 2 
Bradford, J.V., n.d., 2 
Bransford, John S., 1868, 2 
Brock, John W. (3), n.d., 1868, 2 
Brodnax, Jacob, n.d., 2 
Brooks, J.N., 1868, 2 
Brown, A.A. (7), 1868, 2 
Brown, O.F., 1868, 2 
Bryant, J.W.C. (5), n.d., 1867-1868, 2 
Burret, Richard, 1868, 2 
 
Cagle, N.J.J. (2), 1868, 3 
Campbell, Alexander, et al, 1868, 3 



Campbell, R.A., 1868, 3 
Cardwell, David, 1868, 3 
Carey, Joseph S., 1868, 3 
Carpenter, C.C. (6), 1868, 3 
Carrell, S.A., 1868, 3 
Carson, Green W. (3), n.d., 1867, 1868, 3 
Carter, W.F. (3), 1868, 3 
Carter, William F., 1868, 3 
Chase, C. Thurston, n.d., 3 
Chastain, E., 1868, 3 
Clark, B., 1868, 3 
Clark, J.P., 1868, 3 
Clark, R.P., 1868, 3 
Clarke, Charles W. (2), 1868, 3 
Clayton, Thomas, 1869, 3 
Cole, J.E. (2), 1867, 1868, 3 
Cole, W.L., 1868, 3 
Coleman, A.B. (2), 1867, 1868, 3 
Conway, Thomas W. (3), 1868, 3 
Cravath, E.M. (4), 1868, 3 
Crichlow, W.B., 1868, 3 
Cruickshank, James, 1868, 3 
Cunningham, J.B. (5), 1868, 3 
Cureton, William (4), n.d., 1868, 3 
Custead, N.T. (4), 1868, 3 
 
Davis, Eugene, 1868, 4 
Davis, William B. (2), 1868, 4 
DeLany, Edwin S., 1868, 4 
Dinsmoor, C. McKenzie, 1868, 4 
Doherty, Ben F., 1868, 4 
Drake, L.F. (14), 1867-1868, 4 
 
Edmondson, John A., 1868, 4 
Edwards, Milton S., 1868, 4 
Elkins, J.P., 1868, 4 
Elliott, W.Y., 1868, 4 
Emerson, Hiram S., 1868, 4 
English, A.N. & Co., 1868, 4 
Everett, George M. (5), 1868, 4 
 
Fairchilde, J.H., 1868, 4 
Fleming, Robert N., 1867, 4 
Frame, C.T. (5), 1867-1868, 4 
 
Gaines, J.S., n.d., 5 



Goodlell, A.G., 1868, 5 
Grace, George A. (3), 1868, 5 
Grayson, B.C., 1868, 5 
Gregory, J.M. (8), 1868, 5 
Griffes, James A. (7), 1868, 5 
Griswold, S.M. (2), 1868, 5 
 
Hancock, John, 1867, 5 
Harper, R.D., 1868, 5 
Harris, John W., 1868, 5 
Harvey, James C., n.d., 5 
Hawkins, A.W., 1868, 5 
Hawkins, George A. (3), 1868, 5 
Hensley, C.H., 1868, 5 
Herd, Joseph W. (2), 1867, 1868, 5 
Hilance, M.M., 1868, 5 
Hill, W.L., 1868, 5 
Hipp, J.Y., 1868, 5 
Hollowell, George, 1868, 5 
Holman, D.D., 1868, 5 
Houston, John L. (2), 1868, 5 
Houston, William (5), 1868, 5 
Hoyte, J.W., 1868, 5 
Huffaker, J.N.S., n.d., 5 
Hughes, A.M. (8), 1868, 5 
Humphreys, R.W. (4), n.d., 1868, 5 
Hunt, T.S., 1868, 5 
Hunter, Braxton D. (2), 1867, 1868, 5 
Hyden, J. Albert (2), 1868, 5 
 
Ingalls, G.M., 1868, 5 
 
Jackson, Rev. W.A., 1868, 6 
Jeanson, J.A. (5), 1868, 6 
Jones, J.N. (2), 1868, 6 
Justice, J.E. (2), 1868, 6 
 
Kincheloe, J.F. (7), 1867-1868, 6 
King, Ira W., 1868, 6 
King, W.H. (2), 1868, 6 
Kirkwood, J.M. (10), 1868, 6 
 
Latimer, C. (2), 1867, 1868, 6 
Leath, J.T., 1868, 6 
Ledbetter, J.P., 1868, 6 
Lewis, J.D., et al, 1868, 6 



Love, John M., 1868, 6 
 
McClerkin, John M., 1868, 7 
McCreary, T.F. (3), 1868, 7 
McDowell, J.L. (5), 1868, 7 
McGeehey, A., 1868, 7 
McGregor, John, 1868, 7 
McGuffey, Charles D. (3), 1868, 7 
McKee, J.G. (4), n.d., 1868, 7 
M’Kinney, E. (3), 1868, 7 
McLean, S.D., 1868, 7 
McQuary, G.W., 1868, 7 
McQuiddy, H.C., 1868, 7 
McQuiston, H.W. (2), 1868, 7 
McWherter, G.R. (2), 1868, 7 
McWhirter, S.H., 1868, 7 
 
Mack, A.B., 1868, 7 
Mack, William (5), 1868, 7 
Maris, William (3), 1868, 7 
Matthews, E.H. (3), 1868, 7 
Maxwell, Thomas (4), n.d., 1868, 7 
Meyers, Isom L., 1868, 7 
Meyers, Vincent, 1868, 7 
Mims, John M., 1868, 7 
Mitchell, Richard, 1868, 7 
Mitchell, W.Z., 1868, 7 
Morgan, W.H., 1868, 7 
Mullins, J.T. (2), 1868, 7 
Murphy, John (2), 1868, 7 
 
Nelson, John C. (8), 1868, 8 
Neroland, Clay, 1868, 8 
Nesmith, R., 1868, 8 
 
Ogden, John (2), 1868, 8 
Osborne, N.M., 1868, 8 
 
Palmer, W.J., 1868, 8 
Parker, James C. (3), 1868, 8 
Pearce, W.H. (6), 1868, 8 
Pomery, H., 1868, 8 
Porter, J.J., 1868, 8 
Portrum, G.W., 1868, 8 
Powell, W.W., 1868, 8 
Pradt, J.B., 1868, 8 



Presnell, Henderson, 1868, 8 
Prestwood, J.A., 1868, 8 
Putnam, G.L. (2), 1868, 8 
 
Quin, Robert, 1867, 8 
 
Rankin, W.B. (4), 1867-1868, 9 
Richardson, W.B., et al, 1867, 9 
Roberts, Houston, 1868, 9 
Roberts, Thomas, 1868, 9 
Rockwood, W.O., 1868, 9 
Rodgers, E.E. (2), 1868, 9 
Rogers, H.C. (3), 1867-1868, 9 
Rolfe, J.H., 1868, 9 
Rosson, D.W., 1868, 9 
Rowley, Henry, 1868, 9 
Rush, Benjamin, 1868, 9 
Rushing, John (2), 1868, 9 
Rust, R.S., 1868, 9 
 
Samar, T.J., 1868, 10 
Saxton, S. Willard, 1868, 10 
Salisbury, R.A., 1868, 10 
Seal, W.G., 1868, 10 
Sears, B., 1868, 10 
Shades, F., 1868, 10 
Sharp, H.C., 1868, 10 
Sheperd, I.N., 1868, 10 
Silsby, L.H., 1867, 10 
Simonton, John, 1868, 10 
Singleton, W.C., 1868, 10 
Skinner, R.J. (2), 1868, 10 
Sloss, J.W., 1868, 10 
Smith, G.F. (2), 1868, 10 
Smith, Lecil, 1868, 10 
Smith, Thomas (2), 1868, 10 
Snow, A.L. (2), 1868, 10 
Snow, A.S., 1868, 10 
Stanfield, Andrew J., 1868, 10 
Stevens, H., 1868, 10 
Stewart, John, 1868, 10 
Stilwell, W.H. (3), 1868, 10 
Stockard, A.C., 1868, 10 
Stranahan, C.C. (2), 1868, 10 
Stuart, W.A., 1868, 10 
Swain, Judge, 1867, 10 



 
Tade, E.O. (9), 1867-1868, 11 
Tate, Samuel, 1868, 11 
Thomas, J.F. (2), 1867, 11 
Thornton, R.C. (5), 1867-1868, 11 
Turner, W.P.H., 1868, 11 
 
Underwood, C., 1868, 11 
 
Walker, E.B., 1868, 11 
Walker, George W. (2), 1868, 11 
Walker, Nelson, 1868, 11 
Watson, J.A., 1868, 11 
Weaver, Abram B., 1868, 11 
Whipple, M.C., 1868, 11 
White, B.W. (3), 1868, 11 
White, E.E., 1868, 11 
Wilcox, M.C. (6), 1867-1868, 11 
Williams, J.J., 1868, 11 
Williams, R.J. (2), 1868, 11 
Wiltberger, E.W., 1868, 11 
Woodard, John, 1868, 11 
Woodcock, W.M., 1868, 11 
Wright, G.H., 1868, 11 
 
Yeargin, Elijah, 1868, 11 
Young, William H., 1867, 11 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


